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ABSTRACT

In the digital age, English has become the dominant language for global communication. It greatly influences online
interactions, the spread of knowledge, and cultural exchanges. As the main language of the internet, English is prevalent in
critical digital systems such as programming languages, web protocols, major social media platforms, and academic
databases. This dominance offers unparalleled access to information and connections, fostering international
collaboration in areas like business, science, and technology. English acts as a crucial link, enabling real-time interaction
and community building across geographic and language barriers. The future of English will depend on the ongoing
tension between its established, formal forms and the new, user-generated variations that keep emerging, significantly

changing both global communication and the English language.
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INTRODUCTION

Language connects all humans on Earth, whether we recognise it or not. This bond has developed over thousands of years,
creating a shared journey of literature and culture. Communicating through language may seem simple, but it is much more
intricate. Language is like a vast iceberg; we only see its visible tip, while the larger part remains hidden. Similarly, we
only experience a fraction of language, while its historical evolution is as vast as that submerged portion of the iceberg.
Linguists have sought to explore these hidden aspects and have shared their insights through literature. We will look into
the development of language during our technological era. The rise of language is one of humanity's most significant and
mysterious achievements. Unlike tools found in archaeological sites, there are no fossil records of when the first word was
spoken. Yet, this development, which took place between 200,000 and 50,000 years ago, ignited culture and changed our
species from rational apes into symbolic beings who can manipulate reality through sound. The questions of "how" and
"when" continue to inspire debates among scholars. Older theories, which are now mostly dismissed, suggested that
language came from mimicking natural sounds (the "bow-wow" theory) or from instinctive emotional responses (the
"pooh-pooh" theory). Modern theories are more intricate. Some suggest that language began with hand gestures before
including vocal elements as our hands became involved in tool use. Others believe it developed as a form of "social
aesthetic" within growing groups, helping to build connections and share complex social information—initially gossip,
which was crucial for survival. The strongest theories argue that language didn't come into being all at once but evolved
gradually through a combination of cognitive skills: advanced memory, shared attention, and the understanding that others

have their own thoughts (theory of mind).
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Charles Darwin pointed out that change is a key principle of nature, and this idea also applies to language. It
remains to be seen what stages this change goes through. Darwin did not create a strict "law of adaptation," but his
important theory of evolution through natural selection provides valuable insight for looking at the development and
change of language. By viewing language through an evolutionary lens, we can see it not as a fixed, perfect entity, but as a
flexible, changing phenomenon that works in biological ways. Darwin noted this resemblance in The Descent of Man,
observing that the evolution of languages "curiously parallels the evolution of species." This concept, often called

linguistic Darwinism or language evolution, applies key evolutionary ideas to the changes in language.
THE PROCESSES OF LINGUISTIC ADAPTATION

Variation

Just as genetic mutations create diversity in a population, variation is a natural part of language. Accents, personal speech
patterns, slang, mispronunciations, and grammatical "errors" contribute to language evolution. A person might start using

"literally" for emphasis, or a group may simplify a complex verb ending.
Selection

Social and communication dynamics act as the "environment" that decides which variations survive and spread. A new
word or phrase is seen as "fit" if it serves a purpose—like naming new technology (selfie), expressing a social idea
(ghosting), or improving efficiency (using Google as a verb). Factors like prestige, influence, and network effects
determine which versions spread through a speech community. Less useful or socially unwanted forms (like the outdated

pronoun "thou") are gradually phased out.
Inheritance and Descent with Modification

Languages pass from one generation to the next, but not without imperfections. Children learn the language spoken in their
community, making slight changes as they reproduce it. Over time, these small alterations build up, leading to the
development of dialects and eventually different languages, all traceable to a common source, much like species. This idea
forms the foundation of the family tree model, with Latin acting as the common ancestor of the "Romance" languages,

including Spanish, French, and Italian.
WHAT DOES LANGUAGE ADJUST TO?
Languages change based on the cognitive, social, and environmental needs of their speakers:

e  Cognitive Efficiency: Languages usually evolve towards simpler patterns and easier pronunciation. For example,
the Great Vowel Shift in English simplified the complex vowel structure of Middle English.

e Social Identity: Vocabulary and pronunciation evolve to show group identity, creating unity within the group and
setting it apart from outsiders.

o  Cultural & Technological Change: A language must adjust to express new ideas, leading to new words
(neologisms), the borrowing of foreign terms (loanwords), and shifts in meaning (for example, “mouse” or
“cloud”).

e Interaction with Other Languages: Just as species mix, languages in contact share characteristics, leading to
pidgins, creoles, and substantial borrowing.

e An Important Distinction: Biological versus Cultural Evolution
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e It is crucial to distinguish between two connected processes: The Biological Adaptation for Language: Humans
developed biological features, like a lowered larynx and a complex brain with specialized areas such as Broca's
area, along with cognitive abilities (innate grammar skills and symbol use) needed for language. This evolution
was shaped by Darwinian natural selection. Those who communicated effectively had better chances of survival
and reproduction. The Cultural Evolution of Languages: Specific languages (like English, Mandarin, and Swabhili)
change through cultural processes. This evolution is Darwinian, but not biological. Languages evolve through

learning and imitation rather than genetic changes.

Applying Darwin's ideas to language shows that it is a dynamic and adaptable system. There is no single best
language; all languages are continuously evolving, shaped by ongoing demands of use, necessity, and social interaction.
The main idea is that every conversation showcases the variation, selection, and inheritance that drive the remarkable and

ongoing growth of human language.
THE DIGITAL CRUCIBLE: AN EXAMINATION OF ENGLISH IN THE ONLINE SPHERE

The digital world is not just a new platform for the English language; it serves as a transformative space those changes its
structure, spread, and social function. English online works as a flexible system, evolving in ways specific to digital
networks. Its use shows a tension between global consistency and clear local divides, as well as between creative freedom

and algorithmic control.
Platform-Driven Diglossia and Lexical Creativity

Online English exists in a state of platform diglossia. Users easily switch between a “high” formal style, such as
professional emails and published material, and various “low” colloquial forms shaped by specific platforms. Each major
platform, including Twitter, TikTok, and Reddit, nurtures its own groups with unique standards, abbreviations, and slang.
This cycle of innovation speeds up; a term like “rizz,” which means charisma, can emerge on TikTok and enter mainstream
language in just weeks. This surge of vocabulary largely comes from the need to succeed in algorithms. It represents a new
form of language creativity that arises from interaction with automated systems, creating a hidden lexicon that is not clear

to outsiders but essential for community discussions.
The Paralinguistic Revolution: Emoji, GIFs, and Tone

Digital text lacks physical signals, which has led to a rich set of paralinguistic tools for expressing tone, irony, and
emotion. Emojis and GIFs have moved beyond simple decorations to become key parts of communication. Emojis act like
new punctuation: the crying-laughing emoji softens a statement, the skull emoji indicates something amusing or
overwhelmingly tragic, and the red flag emoji serves as an immediate warning. They help clarify meaning when plain text
is not enough. GIFs and reaction images act as cultural shortcuts, using references from films and TV to communicate an
entire emotional state or situational joke. This visual aspect is not extra; it is vital for understanding meaning in digital

English, creating a blend of text and symbols.
The Globalisation and Fragmentation of Voice

The digital world has established English as the internet's common language. However, this is a decentralized and
democratic version of global English. Online, non-native speakers outnumber native speakers and actively shape the

language by adding phrases and structures from their first languages. This creates a broad, inventive “Globish,” used in

www.iaset.us editor@jiaset.us



64 Prof. Dr. Ganesh Jadhav

international gaming, business, and fandom. At the same time, this global flow splits into smaller language communities.
From the unique terms of cryptocurrency fans, like HODL, GM, and WAGMI, to the lingo of specific fan groups, such as
"shipping" and "canon," digital English breaks into many niche dialects that strengthen group identity while often leaving

outsiders behind.
Performative Identity and the Curated Self

In online spaces, language is a key tool for expressing identity. Choices about slang, emoji use, and platform-specific
jargon are made intentionally to build a digital persona. A user might use formal, link-heavy language on LinkedIn, clever,
ironic comments on Twitter, and flashy, trendy expressions on TikTok. This ability to switch contexts is a vital part of
digital literacy. Including pronouns in bios, such as "he/him" or "they/them," shows how online spaces have become
crucial for asserting and normalising identity language. English in the digital world is always changing and currently
undergoing a collaborative phase, where humans interact with algorithms that influence which content is seen or hidden.
This evolution suggests more use of different modes, like voice, augmented reality, and Al-generated text, continuous

splits into specialized languages, and a balance between user-led changes and platform rules.

Viewing language through a Darwinian lens shows it as a flexible system shaped by the needs of its speakers.
Language is not fixed but a lively entity that evolves through variation, selection, and inheritance. While biological
evolution has given humans the physical and mental abilities for language, specific forms—Ilike English, Mandarin, or
Swahili—arise from cultural sharing, learning, and social engagement. In the digital age, English stands out as a
fascinating case of rapid linguistic change. The online space acts as a melting pot where language is quickly reshaped by
platform dynamics, algorithms, and both global and fragmented communities. Digital English features a platform-driven
diglossia with rapid word creation, new vocabulary emerging and spreading at unprecedented speeds, a shift in meaning
where emojis, GIFs, and other visuals are now key to expression, syntactic brevity aimed at being concise and easy to read,
and globalization mixed with fragmentation, as English serves as a common language while also splitting into specialized

dialects that reinforce group identity.

The future of English—and many global languages—will depend on the interaction of human creativity and
digital frameworks. As communication becomes more multimodal, shaped by algorithms and diverse cultures, language
will continue to change in ways that reflect both the limits and opportunities provided by the digital space. This ongoing
evolution highlights an important idea: language thrives through use, need, and interactions, constantly evolving to meet

the demands of those who speak, write, and now, click and share.
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